Child Labor,
1870- 1938

The 1900U.S. Censuevealed
that approximately
2 million children
were working in mills,
mines fields,factories
stores and on city streets
acrossthe United States
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For centuries, the work of children was essential t
the survival of their families.

Farm Interior Breton Children Feeding Rabbits , William Henry Lippincott, 1878



In every culture,
much of the work
that children did
was farm work.
Many families
grew their own
food, and made
the things they
needed for
everyday life
themselves.




So when parents began to work on
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factories, mines, mills and other
Industries, the children went to work
with them.




It Is hard to
Imagine children
working long
hours and either
attending school
Infrequently or
not at all.




SOME CHILDREN WHO WORK IN g

ACCORDING "!-«t
TO THE LATEST
FEDERAL CENSUS

Exhibit panel. Nework, New YorK1913 or 1914)



Arnao family, 831 Catherine St., Rear # 2. Whole family works. Jo. Is 3 years old, Boy is 6 years old, Girl is 9 gefarsdithig/family, children and all working on Hichens farm, Cannon, Del, May 28th, 191
before school closed. See photos #1582, and #1586 and labels. This is the fourth week of school and the mother saidl tbeyeveubr 15 or 20 days more. Whites Bog, Browns Mills, N. J. Sept. 28, 1910. Wi
E. F. Brown/ Photo by Lewis W. Hih®T 7475, v. 1, no. 1129[P&P}HEI- 1129, LEDIGNclc00060



Whether they worked In the mills




INn the coal breakers

Aview of Ewen Breaker of the Pa. [Pennsylvania] Coal Co. The dust was so dense at times as to obscure the view. Thisthssthygene
utmost recesses of the boy's lungs. (See labels 1927 to 1930 for names of some of these.) A kind of slave driver saneiroesrshe boys,
prodding or kicking them into obedience. Location: South Pittston, Pennsyl&@@National Child Labor Committee Photo Collection




Noonhour in the Ewen Breaker, Pennsylvania Coal Co. Location: South Pittston, Penndy@®@@niational Child Labor Committee Photo Collection




INn the coal mine_s
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Young Drivers and Trapper Boy, Brown Mine, Brown, W. Va. (Underground from 7 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.) Sept., 1908. LocatidvesBhivginia.
LOC National Child Labor Committee Photo Collection



A greaser in a Coal Mine. See 1835. Location: Bessie Mine, Alabama. LOC National Child Labor Committee Photo Collectio



Miner picking coal. Out of narrow seam (5.5 ft.) Mak@s $9.00 a day (some days). Brown Mine, Brown YaV.
LOC National Child Labor Committee Photo Collection



on tobacco farms,

Fieldworkers, Goodrich Tobacco Farm, near Gildersleeve, Conn. LOC National Child Labor Committee Photo Collection



on cotton farms,

Family of L.H. Kirkpatrick, Route 1, Lawton, Okla. Children go to Mineral Wells School #39. Father, mother and fi ® @iltoed1 and 12
years old) pick cotton. "We pick a bale in four days." Dovey, 5 years old, picks 15 pounds a day (average) Motherjsasdwiiske fer
pleasure." Ertle, 6 years, picks 20 pounds a day (average) Vonnnie, 10 years, picks 50 pounds a day (average) Edwgnatks1/sepounds a
day (average) Otis, 12 years, picks 75 pounds a day (average) Expect to be out of school for two weeks more pickmgréiadreiVorks
part of farm on shares (gives 1/4 of cotton for rent) and part of farm he pays cash rent. LOC National Child Labor Cehuoitfslection



on produce farms,

All these children were working in the sugar beets for Louis Startz, a farmer near Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. The chil
brought out from the nearby town to work the beets. See Hine Report, Wisconsin Sugar Beet, July 1915. Location:
Lac [vicinity], WisconsiilOC National Child Labor Committee Photo Collection



IN canneries,
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Group of oyster shuckers in Barataria Canning Co. In this group are Gertrude Kohn, five years old, and-Raighhgearold. Location: Biloxi,
Mississippi. LOC National Child Labor Committee Photo Collection




as street vendors,
’ :
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Pretzel and gum vendorsNewsies are good customers. A boy sells a basketful of pretzels every afternoon at the "news" dffic

the boys getting their afternoon papers. Henry Schertzer, (left) 14 yrs. old. Abel Schertzer, (right) 12 yrs. old. Sam (Cantie)

10 yrs. old. Sam sells gum, often till 10 P.M. Taken at 8:15 P.M. Location: Newark, New Jersey. LOC National Child Lalibee
Photo Collection



as boot blacks,

Bootblack, Bowery, New York
New York LOC National Child
Labor Committee PhotdCollection

- . o oo - (a boot black is a shoe shine boy)




asS

newsgirls and
boys,
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Newsgirl & Boy Selling around saloon entrances. Bowery. New York, New York



as
newsstand
tenders,




as workers at home,

The wagon that delivers home work

to Somenville, Mass. the owner of wagon (who is not the driver) is O.H. Brown, 27 Main Street, Reading ME3€S€ wagons (about 4 in all) are worked on commission, not owned by the factory. Location: Somerville, Massaclis@&#8,1no. 2955A[P&P], LGDIGnclc04225



stringing buttons

Stringing wooden buttons (button moulds) in a crowded home, Williamsburg, Mass. Mrs. Weeks and her children 13 years, 71jteggarand her grand children 7 years, 5 years and 4 years old, all working after school, holidays, etc., str
these button moulds. Mrs. Weeks said that the most they ever made was from $7 to $10 a month; usually less. The houselethsiiand the floor not very clean. Mrs. Weeks said that one time the children were all confined to the hous
scarlet fever, and then she strung the most buttons she ever did. Location: Williamsburg, Massachusetts.



