Spring 2014

Volume 30, Number 1

Loom and Spindle
W I N D H A M
T E X T I L E
&
H I S T O R Y
M U S E U M
T H E
M I L L
M U S E U M
O F
C O N N E C T I C U T
COMING
EVENTS:

Mill of the Month

Kid’s Club: The Jillison’s of
Willimantic:
Saturday, March 8th

“Meet the Dunham's and the Jillson’s.” Bev
York talked about two families of mill owners
in 19th century Willimantic. Austin Dunham
and his son were owners of the Willimantic
Linen Co., which became American
Thread. The three Jillson brothers were involved in many manufacturing endeavors. 10
a.m. at the Windham Textile and History Museum, 411 Main Street, Willimantic. This is
the first program of the year. Ten more programs at various mill sites will be held on the
fourth Saturday of every month either at 10
a.m. or 4 p.m. Attend one or several. Each
program costs adults $8 and seniors, students or members are $6.

The Discussion Is History:
Saturday, March 15th: From
11 a.m.-12 p.m., an open
discussion sponsored by the
Connecticut Historical Society, but held at the Windham
Textile & History Museum.
It’s free!
Mill of the Month: Slater Memorial Museum, Norwich, CT
Saturday, March 22nd: Starting at 10 a.m.
Kid’s Club: Baseball and
Babe Ruth
Saturday, April 12th

Inspiration Quilts:
Then and Now

May 16th-September 7, 2014 —

Open House to Benefit the
Museum:
Sunday, April 13th: Home of
Virginia Fulton and Murphy
Sewall, located at 156 Windham Center Road. Our goal is
to raise money for making
prints of A.N. Wyeth’s painting, “Floodgate at Old No. 3,
on the Willimantic River.”
There will be food and a silent
auction. Also, there will be
signed prints of two other A.N.
Wyeth paintings.
Mill of the Month: Slater Mill
Historical Site, Pawtucket,
Rhode Island
Saturday, April 26th: This is
an all day field trip. Leaving
Willimantic at 10 a.m. and
return around 5 p.m. Please
bring lunch. $12 for adults
and 65 and older is $10. We
can carpool if necessary.
...continued on page 2.

The exhibit celebrates the museum’s 25th anniversary by featuring 25 special quilts: twelve antique
quilts from the museum’s collection, twelve contemporary quilts created by artists inspired by the
antique quilts, plus a group quilt composed of 25
blocks by members of the Connecticut chapter of
Studio Art Quilt Associates. In addition, members
of area quilting guilds and the general public are
invited to submit postcard sized quilts and will be
offered for sale as a fundraiser for the museum.
For more information, please go to page 3. Several other events planned in conjunction with the
quilt exhibit include a flower bouquet display by the
Garden Club of Windham, and a talk by the quilt
artist, Kate Themel. Dates for these events are to
be announced. The opening reception for the exhibit is May 24th. For more Information, please
check out page 2 or visit us at our website.

“Honey Bee” by Kate Themel. The hexagons
and yellow flower centers of a
“Grandmother's Flower Garden Quilt” inspired this honeycomb and bee themed
quilt.

Check our website for more information
on the Mill of the Month or any other
events visit
http://www.millmuseum.org or call
(860) 456-2178
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Opening of Inspirational Quilts: Then and
Now
Friday May 16th-September 7th
Opening reception for Inspiration Quilts: Then
and Now
Saturday May 24th: 1:30p.m.-3:30p.m. Visitors can meet and chat with quilt artists Barbara Barber, Hope Barton, Pat Ferguson, Rita
Hannafin, Melanie Johnston, Donna
McLaughlin, Barbara McKie, Alice Means,
Norma Schlager, Catherine Whall Smith, Kate
Themel, and Diana Wright.
Mill of the Month: Putnam River Walk
Saturday, May 24th: Starting at 4 p.m.
Kid’s Club: Flag Day
Saturday, June 14th
Connecticut Open House Day
Saturday, June 14th: Half price on admission
to the museum for individual tours
Mill of the Month: Jewett City, Griswold, CT
Saturday, June 28th: Beginning at 4 p.m.
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VOLUNTEER NEEDS

COMING EVENTS
(CONTINUED)
Kid’s Club: Mother’s Day Tea and Victorian
Willimantic
Saturday, May 10th

&

Carpenters and Builders: We will be expanding our permanent exhibits and we need people to
build sets. Also, outside carpentry which includes minor repairs of railings, fences and windows.
Docents: That’s a fancy word for tour guide. We give group and individual tours. Learn the local
history. We have a book for you to use. You can give partial tours or learn the whole museum. If
you like, we have costumes from the time period to wear. School groups are scheduled in advance and usually divided into sections, thus several docents are needed. Every Sunday at 2:00
we offer a guided tour for whoever may come. These tours are usually for one or two people.
Bakers: We would like to establish a list of folks who are willing to make cookies, brownies,
squares and cupcakes. The hope is several people will agree and we can rotate the list so everyone gets a chance. We need goodies for the monthly Kids Club, Museum lyceums, chocolate
festival, and Victorian Home Tour weekend. You can use a mix. We don’t mind.
Mechanical engineer: There are many machines in our collection, we would like to get up and
running. This is a specialized talent. Do you have it?
Restoration workers: Do you like working with vintage clothing, fabric, quilts etc. Our collection is
undergoing a clean-up and restoration process. Eventually, we will be able to catalog them as
well.
Scanning: Many items of our collections still need to be scanned into the computer as another
way to save for posterity and to eventually go on our web site. We have learned that sharing the
collections on the web site often means people want to come and actually see the collections.
This does take time but you can listen to your own music or explore the collections while scanning. This is hands on history.
Steam cleaner: Do you own a rug steam cleaner? Would you consider cleaning our carpets once
or twice a year?
Researchers: This will be all manner of topics. We get requests often, from other museums,
genealogists and scholars looking for help with their projects. We just don’t have the time but
would love to help these folks out. This is hands on history for you and perhaps a mention in
someone’s book.

The Mill of the Month’s monthly walking tours and programs at various mill sites will be held rain or shine on the fourth Saturday of every month. Some start at 10 a.m. and some start at 4 p.m. Most tours are walking tours that explore exterior
sites, but some will include interior spaces. Plan on spending 1.5-2 hours. Each program costs $8 for adults and $6 for
seniors, students, and members. Note: Slater Historical Site is a Rhode Island State Museum and costs more for admission. Please plan accordingly. All proceeds goes to support the Windham Textile & History Museum. The email list will provide directions and parking instructions. Programs are subject to change. For updated information, call the museum at 860456-2178.
Kid’s Club meets every second Saturday of the month from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. (Note: not in Jan., July, and Aug.) Kid’s Club
is $10 for the year (Gingerbread event has a $5 materials fee). The activities are designed for ages 5 through 12. Monthly
registration is requested by calling 860-456-2178.
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Board of Directors

Executive Director: Jamie H. Eves
Educational Consultant: Beverly L. York
Gift Shop Manager /
Assistant Business Manager: Karen Benedict
Collections Manager: Rita Allen
Advisory Board
Mary Lou DeVivo
Susan Johnson
George Jones
Elsa Nuñez
Patrick Prue
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Board of Directors, cont.

Dawn Bakke

Faith Kenton

Pam DeVivo
Karyn Eves

Claire Lary (Treasurer)

Kit Eves

Kathy Miller

Bob Hackemack

Michele Palmer

Pamela Horrocks (Secretary)
Sue Humes

Dr. Ricardo Perez

Dr. Anna Jaroszynska-Kirchmann

Luzella Roos (President)

Nicholas Khan

Kathy Mangiafico

Diana Perkins
Pieter Roos (Vice President)
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Windham Textile & History Museum Post Card Challenge 2014
The Windham Textile & History Museum is celebrating 25 years and in honor of our birthday, we invite you to create and donate an original miniature piece of your artwork that will be on sale at the museum quilt show. This is
your chance to experiment with many different techniques and embellishments on a small scale. Your donation
will help support the museum’s ongoing fundraising for solar shades on the museum windows.
Each postcard must be 4” by 6” and can have either a horizontal or vertical orientation. They should be
stitched (hand or machine) and consist of a front, batting (or interfacing), and a back.
You are not limited to making just one fabric postcard. Create as many fabric postcards as you like.
On the back side of the fabric postcard, please sign your name and title your postcard. (Contact information is
optional).
You will need to incorporate the number 25, the color silver or a thread, or museum theme
The postcards are due at the Windham Textile & History Museum office by April 30th, 2014. However, the museum will continue to accept postcards throughout the length of the exhibit.
You may mail the fabric postcards, but please place them in a padded envelope. This way they can stay in pristine condition to be displayed at the Windham Textile & History Museum Quilt Show in 2014.
Please mail them to:
Windham Textile & History Museum
411 Main Street, Willimantic, CT, 06226
If you have any questions, visit the museum’s website or email the museum at millmuseum@sbcglobal.net or contact Catherine Smith at smith.catherine62@gmail.com

PA I N T
THE
MUSEUM
The Windham Textile and History Museum is halfway to its Paint The Museum
fund-raising goal. The money raised so far is $13,480.42, with about $1,500
more in outstanding pledges. Keep your eye on our main building at 411 Main St it will be showing some new colors starting this summer. Museum members and
supporters have worked on a Backyard Block Party featuring Willimantic's Main
Street glory days of the 60's, the Holiday Gift Wrap at the East Brook Mall, and the
Snow Ball in the Bellingham Ballroom. In addition, Main St Café has chosen the
Museum as its monthly Fill-anthropic fundraiser. And there will be available in
May a print of the latest Andy Wyeth painting, "Floodgate at Old No 3 on the Willimantic River". The Museum much appreciates all its support from residents and
businesses. If you wish to contribute to the Paint The Museum fund, the museum
will happily accept donations in any amount mailed to WTHM, 411 Main St. Willimantic, Ct. 06226. Our grand Victorian building needs a makeover.

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
WWW.MILLMUSEUM.ORG
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411 Main Street
Willimantic, CT 06226
Phone: (860) 456-2178
Email: themillmuseum@gmail.com

Fruity Frog
This photo
originally
appeared in
FamilyFun
magazine
For more fun
recipes, visit
www.spoonful
.com/recipes
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Please cut out and mail with your donation.

If you have already renewed your membership, thank you!

Kids Club (1) - $10 __________

Cotton (1) - $25 ___________

Wool (2) - $50 ______________

Silk (4) - $100 ____________

Other ____________________
We are a 501(c)3 organization. Your donations are tax deductable.

What you'll need
Green apple (such as a Granny Smith)
Cream cheese
Chocolate chips
Green grapes
How to make it
Cut the apple into quarters and remove the core. Cut a thin
wedge from one quarter for a mouth. For the eyes, shape
cream cheese into two half-inch balls, and set them in
place. Insert a chocolate chip, point-side in, into each
cream cheese ball.
Use the grapes, cut in half, for the legs and feet. Slice four
halves to create toes. Arrange the pieces as shown and
serve on a paper lily pad.

NAME: ___________________________________________
E-Mail: ___________________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Please make checks payable to: W. T. H. M.

- Or -

Use PayPal on the Museums Website: http://www.millmuseum.org/
Please mail donations to: Windham Textile and History Museum,
411 Main Street, Willimantic, CT 06226
Please cut out and mail with your donation.

