
Loom & Spindle 
The Newsletter of the Windham Textile & History Museum / The Mill Museum 

411 Main St., Willimantic, CT, 06226 / (860) 456-2178 / themillmuseum@gmail.com 

website: www.millmuseum.org                                                           Spring, 2020 

March 2020 has hit everyone hard. 

Like many businesses, the Windham Textile and History Museum 

— the Mill Museum — closed to the public in mid-March, and will 

remain closed until the Governor gives the “all clear.” But we are 

determined that task of collecting, preserving, and interpreting the 

history of Connecticut industry will not grind to halt. “History  

belongs to us, not to a virus,” said Jamie Eves, the Museum’s   

Executive Director. “So we looked for a way to still bring history to 

the people of Connecticut as they shelter-in-place. We decided to 

do virtual history.” 

Virtual history means creating exhibits, tours, and articles that are 

accessible online. We began with our current temporary exhibit, 

“Unlacing the Corset, Unleashing the Vote.” Guest curators Kira 

Holmes and Chelsey Knyff had labored long and hard, aided by 

staff and volunteers, to assemble a quality room-size exhibit that 

looked at how the 1920 passage of the 19th Amendment — which 

instituted women’s suffrage nationwide — changed women’s lives in 

Connecticut, with an emphasis on everyday clothing. So we created 

a virtual version of the exhibit. Basically, we digitized the entire 

exhibit: photographs, mannequins dressed in period garments, 

text, a 1920 voting machine, lots of underwear, ephemera, captions 

— everything. To access the exhibit, go to our website at 

www.millmuseum.org and click on the menu link for “current  

exhibits.” 

Then we created “History from Home,” a series of short picture 

exhibits. Also located on the Museum’s website, History at Home 

has looked at Triangle Fire in New York at the beginning of the 

20th century, and at history and health, including the 1918 Influen-

za Epidemic and its impact on Connecticut. “My idea is to do a 

home health history and include medical inventions, Victorian era 

stories, and other related topics,” says the Museum’s Educational 

Director, Bev York. “I have [lots of] Willimantic stats from 1918.” 

“We are going to do even more.” said Eves. “We will try to get as 

much of the Museum as we can online.” Recently, thanks to a 

grant from Connecticut Humanities, the Pageau Trust, and the 

Willimantic Lions Club, the Museum has created a series of 

“audio exhibits” through CRISAccess, a service for the sight and 

reading impaired. These audio exhibits accompany some of the  

Museum’s regular exhibits, but describe them in enough 

detail so that sight-impaired visitors can “see” them in their 

minds. “We will get these audio exhibits up on our website, 

too,” said Eves. Most of the audio exhibits are in Spanish as 

well as English. “Access is important,” said Eves. “And right 

now, access to our history is from home, online.” 

In order to create these virtual exhibits — and to make sure 

the bills get paid and the Museum’s buildings are cared for 

— the Museum is trying not to lay off its small staff. The 

Museum has only two part-time employees. But it’s true 

that, without visitors, without the normal school tours and 

programs we would be doing at this time of the year, our 

revenues have really dropped off. We have applied for an 

Economic Injury Disaster Loan and a Small Business 

Paycheck Protection Program loan, but there is no guaran-

tee that either of those will come through. Ultimately, the 

Museum will have to depend on the community — our 

members, our neighbors, our business partners — to sur-

vive.  

The Museum will be here, serving the community.  

Doing History During a Global Crisis: 

Special Coronavirus/COVID-19 Issue 
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All of these local small businesses have donated to various Mill 

Museum fundraisers and programs. When the COVID-19 Crisis 

is over, we encourage our members to patronize them. Small local 

businesses are especially vulnerable. They were there for us. Let’s 

now be there for them. 

Advanced Sewer and Drain 

Allsleep 

Bench Shop 

Bliss Marketplace 

CAD Marshall Framing 

Cafemantic 

Card Home for the Aged 

Columbia Ford Kia 

Design Center East / D & W 

Elm Package Store 

E. S. Eldridge, Auctioneer 

Jerome Paun, Attorney 

Jewels Verne 

John W. Stevens, DDS 

J. P. Mustard Agency 

Landon Tire 

K & M Dogworks 

Mansfield Supply 

McClintock Roofing 

Miller Brothers Moving and Storage 

North Street Yoga 

Nutmeg Broadcasting (WILI) 

O. L. Willard 

Papa Gino’s 

Peter Leeds, Realtor 

Pleasant Pizza 

Prue Law Group 

Rayjean’s 

Sarah Winter Clothworks 

Schiller’s Sewing Center 

Signs Plus 

Stitch Chicks 

Swift Water Artisans Coop 

That Breakfast Place 

The Shoe Smith 

Thread City Diner 

Willimantic Brewing Company (Willibrew) 

Willimantic Chronicle 

Willimantic Food Coop 

Windham Eye Group 

Windham Hospital 

Wolfe Electric 

Woman Suffrage Comes to Connecticut: The 
Story As Covered in the Willimantic Chronicle 

 

Record Vote Cast in Town of Windham Today 
Willimantic Daily Chronicle, 11/2/1920 

“Windham will craft a record vote today: this is assured as the 
women voters turned out en masse. They are taking an active 
interest in the election and hundreds of them were at the polls 
early this morning. The men too showed a more active spirit 
than in past years and they too were on hand early. 

Up to nine o’clock there was little congestion but at that hour 
the booths crowded and the aisle between the booths crowded 
with a line reaching down the stairway and onto the sidewalk. 
Orders were given to the ballot clerks to stop giving out the 
ballots until the congestion could be relieved. 

The official checkers were being worked hard. In the case of the 
checker of women’s names it was a harder job for the reason 
that many of them were not known by the official. 

The party workers although anticipating a rush said that they did 
not expect the great early morning ‘drive.’ It was beyond their 
expectations but at nine o’clock they were handling the situation 
in good shape. They said that if the rate of voting was kept up 
all day as it was during the forenoon over 4,000 votes would be 
polled. 

The Republican men’s headquarters are at No. 67 Church street 
and the women’s headquarters are at the office of the Lincoln 
Company, No. 62 Church street. The Democratic men’s head-
quarters are at No. 33 Church street and the women’s headquar-
ters at the Salvation Army Hall in the Clark Building on the 
same street. 

Promptly at 5:30 o’clock the polls were declared open by mod-
erator Frank P. Fenton. The first man’s ballot was cast by 
Charles H. Webster of No. 440 Pleasant street, and the first 
woman’s vote by Mrs. Herbert R. Chappell of Prospect street, 
wife of Ex-Mayor H. R. Chappell. From that time on, the poll-
ing place was crowded with voters and until the closing, the 
election officials had no let up in their duties. 

The ballots today contained the names of presidential electors 
on six tickets: Republican, Democratic, Socialist, Prohibition, 
Socialist-Labor and Farmer-Labor. 

A noticeable feature of the election today was the large number 
of husbands and wives who went to the polls together. 

At noon the total number of votes cast was 3,020 of which 
1,600 were by the men and 1,420 by the women, a little less 
than eight votes a minute. At that hour there was no woman 
voters in the hall and it was believed that the rush on the part of 
the fair sex was practically over. The 3,000th ballot was cast by 
Dora Bothwell of No. 287 Main street. 

The number of names on the men’s list is 2,834 of which sixty 
per cent had been voted at noon. There are 2,183 names on the 
women’s list of which sixty per cent had been voted up to noon. 

At 1:20 o’clock the ballot clerks had given out a total of 3,480 
ballots which were voted in a few minutes. This left a total on 
the combined lists yet to be voted of 1,537. Several of the offi-
cials ventured to say that close to 1,000 votes would be cast 
before the polls closed at 6 o’clock. 

Reports from the other fourteen towns of Windham county at 
noon as well as from the border towns of Windham in Tolland 
county had it that a record vote was being cast with the women 
out in large numbers. Up to noon there had been over 9,000 
votes cast in the fifteen towns of Windham county of which 
over thirty per cent was cast in the town of Windham. 

At 3:10 o’clock the ballot clerks had handed out 4,000 ballots.” 

 

Please Support Our         

Business Partners 
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We are doing great things! 

You can be a part of it. 

Membership Drive 

 

Yes! Of course I want to be a member of the Windham Textile & History  Museum 

(the Mill Museum)! 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________________________________________ 

             E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 

Cotton (individual) membership, $25.00 

Wool (family) membership, $50.00 

Silk (patron) membership, $100.00 

 

Windham Textile & History Museum 

411 Main Street, Willimantic, CT   06226 

Make checks out to: WTHM 

Or pay via PayPal on our website, www.millmuseum.org 

Exhibits 

Traditional Crafts 

Education 

Reenactments 

Programs 

Community 
Preservation 

Schools Research 

For 30 years, the Mill Museum and its members have kept textile history alive in 
Connecticut — and had a lot of fun doing it. We are more than 300 strong. Why not 

join us? 
NOTE: Although the Board of Directors had voted to increase membership dues this year, in light of the difficul-

ties we are all having because of the COVID crisis, we will not be implementing that increase until next year. 
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For thirty years, the Windham Textile and History Museum — the 

Mill Museum — has been preserving the history of textiles and the 

textile industry in Connecticut. And we are poised to accomplish 

even more in the next thirty years. 

Despite the issues associated with the COVID-19 Crisis, which 

forced us to temporarily close to visitors, our staff, volunteers, and 

members have been hard at work keeping history alive — and  

implementing all the positive gains we made over the past year. 

Thanks to a State of Connecticut LoCIP grant to the Town of 

Windham (which owns the Museum’s buildings), we now have 

working climate control in our archives, dry storage in the       

basement of the Dugan building, and a/c in Kenton Hall, our   

program room and classroom. This means that we can reopen the 

archives to the public, including members and volunteers. 

Thanks to grants from the Willimantic Lions Club, the Pageau 

Trust, and Connecticut Humanities, we have audible exhibits 

ready to install in our Dugan Mill exhibit room In both English 

and Spanish, these audible exhibits will provide access to sight and 

reading impaired visitors. 

Thanks to a grant from the State of Connecticut Good-2-Great 

program, we are ready to begin work on upgrading our permanent 

exhibits. 

However, grants don’t cover our general operating budget. Some 

of that cost is covered by fees for school tours (most them had to 

be canceled this year, though, because of COVID-19), admission 

fees, and donations. But those costs are also underwritten by 

membership dues. We are grateful to our members for their   

continued support. 

Member benefits: 

• All members receive a paper copy of the Loom and Spindle 
newsletter; email notice of all the Museum’s programs and 

events; free admission to the Museum, library, exhibits, and 

special events; and a one-hour access to staff time for person-

al research. 

• Patrons receive invitations to a private, advance showing of 

exhibits; free personal tours; and three hours of staff time for 

personal research.  

• All members have fun. 

Become a part of the Mill Museum. Or renew your membership. 

There is a membership form on the previous page of this      

newsletter. 

Unlacing the Corset,        

Unleashing the Vote 
 

2020 marks the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 

19th Amendment to the U. S. Constitution, which states, 

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not 

be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state 

on account of sex. Congress shall have power to enforce 

this article by appropriate legislation.” Although some     

U. S. states had allowed women to vote before 1920, most 

had not, including Connecticut. And the 19th Amend-

ment, despite its seemingly clear language, did not provide 

full voting rights for many nonwhite women, which would 

wait another half century. But it did bring major changes, 

in politics and in society in general. 

To explore those changes, the Mill Museum has created a 

new exhibit, “Unlacing the Corset, Unleashing the Vote,” 

which traces changes in Connecticut women’s lives over 

the past century — in politics, in everyday life, and in    

textiles, the Museum’s mission. Guest curators Kira 

Holmes and Chelsey Knyff, ably aided by a corps of staff 

and volunteers, have filled the Museum’s Bev York Room 

with memorabilia, garments, and stories. The exhibit is 

scheduled to remain up through early September. In the 

meantime, you can access a “virtual” version of the exhibit 

on the Museum website, at www.millmuseum.org/current-

exhibit/.  

Become a Member of        

the Mill Museum 
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Audible Exhibits 
 

At the Mill Museum, we believe that everyone should have 

access to history. Like most museums, we tell stories, and 

those stories usually come in the form of artifacts that we 

put on display and the signs that explain them. For people 

who are sight or reading impaired, however, those exhibits 

are not accessible. So we teamed up with CRISAccess — 

part of CRIS Radio, Connecticut’s Windsor-based radio for 

the blind — to create a series of audible exhibits. We wrote 

the scripts and CRIS recorded them in its studio. Visitors 

can access them via QR codes. 

 

“This was a complicated project, with lots of moving parts,” 

said Executive Director Jamie Eves. “It began when I heard 

about CRISAccess, which creates audible museum          

exhibits.” CRIS is a nonprofit, but there is still a cost. “We 

wanted to create ten audible exhibits,” said Eves, “but the 

cost was $600 per exhibit. Then I found out that the cost 

could be reduced to only $300 per exhibit, if the project was 

sponsored by a Lions club. Connecticut Lions clubs are one 

of CRIS’s major donors, and this is one way CRIS can say 

thank you.”  

 

“The Lions Club were excited about sponsoring the       

project,” said Kit Eves, President of the Willimantic Lions 

Club. “Aiding people with vision impairment is our mission. 

We voted to sponsor and partially fund the project.”       

Additional funding came from a local foundation, the 

Pageau Trust. Then, Connecticut Humanities agreed to 

match what the Museum had raised from the Lions and 

Pageau Trust., enough to fund ten audible exhibits. 

 

One of the reasons the Museum wanted ten audible      

exhibits was so that some could be in Spanish. “The      

Museum is located in the center of a bilingual community,” 

Eves added. “Some of our neighbors speak English, some 

speak Spanish, and some speak both. We wanted exhibits 

that the whole community could hear and understand. 

That’s part of access, too.”  

 

Eves wrote the scripts in English, and Ricardo Perez, one of 

the Museum’s members, provided the Spanish translations. 

The scripts were tough, much more than writing normal 

museum exhibit labels. Everything had to be described. 

Eves and Perez had to pretend that they couldn’t see the 

exhibit room, and then think about how to describe it in the 

scripts. “The Spanish translations were not easy.” said    

Perez, “There were technical terms for textile machines that 

had to be properly translated.” The project also included 

acquiring i-pads, so that visitors who don’t have smart 

phones could scan the QR codes. “Our staff and volunteers 

will work with visitors, make sure they know how to use the 

apps,” Eves said. “When we re-open after the COVID-19 

Crisis, these ten audible tours will be mounted and ready. 

We can also put them on the Museum’s website.”   

New audible   
exhibits are being 
installed at the 
Museum, using 
QR codes. They 
will provide sight 
and reading    
impaired visitors 
with greater    
access to the   
Museum’s       
exhibits. They will 
be in both English 
and Spanish. 

Capital Improvements                

at the Museum 
This past year, the Town of Windham (which owns the        

Museum’s buildings) received a Local Capital Improvement 

Projects (LoCIP) grant from the State of Connecticut to make 

several needed capital improvements at the Museum. These 

include: working climate control in the Museum’s archives 

rooms; dry, lighted storage in the basement of the Dugan Mill 

building (solving a serious flooding problem in the process); 

paving the parking lot; an improved handicap access ramp to 

the Dugan building; a/c in Kenton Hall, the Museum’s restored 

program room and classroom; and railings on an exterior    

concrete stairway. The work is almost done. 

“These were really needed capital improvements,” said       

Museum President Dawn Bakke. “They will make the Museum 

much more usable. But they are also a challenge — the heating, 

cooling, and electrical improvements will push our utility bills 

upward. But the increase in usability makes it worth it.” 



The Mill Museum 
Windham Textile and History Museum 
411 Main Street 

Willimantic, CT   06226 

 

 

Phone: (860) 456-2178 

Email: themillmuseum@gmail.com 

 

 

Visit us on the Web at 
www.millmuseum.org — or on        

Facebook at www.facebook.com/
WindhamTextileandHistoryMuseum/ 
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Thanks to Our Sponsors 
 

In addition to our business partners and sponsors, the Mill 

Museum is also grateful for receiving donations and grants 

from the following organizations over the past year. 

 

• Connecticut Humanities 

• Daughters of the American Revolution, Anne Wood 

Elderkin Chapter 

• Eastern Connecticut State University Foundation 

• Pageau Trust 

• Soroptimist International of America, Willimantic Club 

• Willimantic Lions Club 

• Willimantic Renaissance 

• Windham Hospital Foundation 

Museum Gift Shop Online 

 

Need a gift? Need reading materials? 

 

The Mill Museum Gift Shop, located in the original Linen 

Company Store, has items for sale on our website. 

 

Check out some books, A N. Wyeth watercolor prints of the 

mills, souvenirs from our current exhibit, and more. 

Items can be ordered by email, paid online, and mailed to 

you. Shop at home and support the Museum. 

Nightmare On Main Is 

Coming This October 
 

Monsters: Beware will offer gruesome and gripping stories 

about mythical characters conjured up in people’s minds — 

the stories that have been terrifying us for generations. Fright-

ful and (perhaps) imaginary creatures from many cultures will 

invade the Museum on Oct. 3, 4, 9, 10, and 17. Some       

reservations can be made and paid for online to avoid waiting. 

Monsters! Watch your back! 


