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April, 2022

BOBBIN' ABOUT

Upcoming Events

Please check our Website for the most current information

regarding Covid-19 precautions.

~~ ~~ ~~

April Is National Volunteer Month.

See how you can volunteer later in this Newsletter.

~~ ~~ ~~



Sat., Mar. 19 - Sat., Apr. 2: Passport Scavenger Hunt in Downtown Willimantic,
sponsored by Windham Theatre Guild. For questions or a passport form, please contact
Jody Ouellette at windhamtheatre@aol.com or call (860) 423-2245. The Mill Museum is
one of 12 businesses that require a stamp in order to win one of five prizes. The others
are: A Cupcake for Later, Willibrew, Bliss Boutique, Recreation Dept., Grounded Coffee,
Willimantic Food Coop, Kerri Galley, Windham Theatre Guild, Windham Arts, Veterans
Community Center, and Windham Chamber of Commerce. Return the passport by Apr.
15 to Windham Theatre Guild to be eligible for the drawing for: $50 Willibrew gift card,
$50 Food Coop gift card, $25 Bliss Boutique gift certificate, set of cards from Kerri
Gallery, and WTG gift certificate for 2 show tickets.

~~ ~~ ~~

Sat, Apr. 2: National Handmade Day is
celebrated every year on the first Saturday
in April. It's a day to celebrate and
recognize handmade craftsmanship and
those whose creativity inspires it - from
knitting to graphics to quilting. Stop by The
Mill Museum’s gift shop and find some
wonderful handmade surprises.

 ~~ ~~ ~~

Wed., Apr. 6: Crazy About Quilting. Join
Chelsey Knyff, historian and Curatorial
Director for The Mill Museum, at 4 p.m. for
a free lecture about the Industrial Age,
fashion, and the influence on crazy quilts. The presentation at the Willimantic Public
Library (905 Main St., Willimantic) will include a free pattern on how to make your own
crazy quilt. Feel free to bring your own sewing, knitting or crocheting project to work on
during the talk.

 ~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., Apr. 9: National Cherish an Antique Day. Here at The Mill Museum we certainly
cherish our antiques. Visit us and see the many items on display and learn about their
history and uses.

 ~~ ~~ ~~

Sun., Apr. 17: Easter – THE MUSEUM IS CLOSED.

 ~~ ~~ ~~
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Sat., Apr. 23: Huge Mill Museum Tag Sale, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., indoors and out. Find
treasures galore at this fundraising event. No admission charge. Limited outdoor sales
spaces available at $25 each. Vendors must bring their own tables, chairs and/or tents.
Set-up at 7:30 a.m. Rain date: Sun., Apr. 24. For more information, or to reserve a 9’ x
12’ space, Call Andrea Ader at (860) 742-5234 or e-mail BrickAder@yahoo.com.

 ~~ ~~ ~~

Fri., Apr. 29: National Zipper Day: Have you ever paused to think about how zippers
play a huge role in our daily lives? Read more about them later in this newsletter.

 ~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., Apr. 30: Textiles and Garments of
the Victorian Era, a live presentation by
Chelsey Knyff, the Mill Museum's
Curatorial Director and the Executive
Director of BHistorical, at 
6 p.m., in Dugan Hall, 3 Union St.,
Willimantic, CT. The Victorian Era was a
time of drama, intrigue and beautiful
clothing. See original artifacts and
patterns, and listen to the stories of the

innovations, both dangerous and amazing, of this period. Learn how the 19th century
evolved from a simple era of wools and linen into a booming industry of commercialism
and fashion. Attendees will get to see and touch original garments, patterns, sewing
machines, chatelaines, and other fashion artifacts. Questions will be welcomed and
encouraged. Members $12; Non-members $15. 

 ~~ ~~ ~~

LOOMING  AHEAD 
 

Sat., May 7: Spring Fair at the Garden on the Bridge. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. See skilled
craft demonstrations and vendors of plant-related items. Come enjoy casual performers
and musicians while you grab a Hosmer Mountain soda to support The Mill Museum.
Rain date: May 8. No admission charge. 
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This summer: Weaving Classes, Sun., 1– 4 p.m. with Peggy Church (Dates TBD.)
Beginning weavers will learn how to measure a warp, dress the loom, understand
weaving drafts, and weave various structures in the Weaving Studio. More advanced
students will be helped to complete projects of their choice. Cost for the 8-class series
is $240. There is a $30 materials fee for beginners. Students are welcome to weave on
their floor loom any time the Museum is open (Fri.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.). Limited class
size. Students must show proof of vaccination plus booster and wear a mask in class.
E-mail Peggy at peggychurch2@gmail.com for enrollment information.

 

WHAT COULD BE HIPPER THAN A ZIPPER?

 

The zipper has is relatively new in the history of keeping the well-dressed individual
"together," given that our species has been sewing clothes at least since the last Ice
Age. Elias Howe, Jr. first patented the "Automatic, Continuous Clothing Closure" in
1851. However, he then got involved in producing sewing machines and didn't follow up
on the cloth closures and never marketed them. Forty-four years later in 1895, inventor
Whitcomb Judson marketed a "Clasp Locker" device similar to a system described in
the Howe patent and thus got credit for being the "inventor of the zipper." In 1913,
Gideon Sundback, a Swedish-American electrical engineer, patented a “Hookless
Fastener” - the first modern zipper. It developed into the “Separable Fastener” which
was used in World War I flying suits. But it wasn't until 1923 that the B.F.Goodrich Co.
gave the zipper its name - based on the sound that it made.

In the 1930s, a sales campaign for children's clothing featured zippers to teach self-
reliance. And in 1937 Esquire magazine declared the zipper the "Newest Tailoring Idea
for Men," praising its superiority in closing the fly in men's trousers. Today the YKK
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Group (which stands for Yoshida Kogyo Kabushikikaisha or Yoshida Company Limited)
is a major player. It was founded in Japan by Tadao Yoshida in 1934, and is now a
global enterprise, producing more that seven billion zippers yearly.

 

 

The Mill Museum Wants YOU!

 

April Is National Volunteer Month, so consider volunteering at The Mill Museum. It
doesn’t matter if you’re 18 or 85, there is a wide variety of simple and not-so-simple
tasks that need to be done. Phones need to be answered, price stickers affixed,
vacuums run, events and the gift shop to be staffed, fliers distributed, exhibits to be put
up and taken down…. The list is long and varied, and any time you can spare is
welcome. We’re a fun group to work with, so if you have some time to offer, call Andrea
Ader, Volunteer Coordinator, at (860) 742-5234 or e-mail BrickAder@yahoo.com. And
to the volunteers who already generously donate their time and talents – THANK YOU!

 

When You Wish Upon a Star,

Your Dreams Come True

 

Thanks to all those who have contributed to our Wish List thus far. We really appreciate
the generosity of all who donate. However, we find that we still need a few unbudgeted
items that perhaps some lively, light-hearted spring spirit would like to donate.

1. A Swiffer Wet Jet to keep up with mud season in the Gift Shop.
2. A new First Aid kit for the staff, volunteers and visitors to the Museum.
3. For the Tag Sale on April 23: Pricing stickers – LOTS of them. Bags, especially

grocery bags to hand out to buyers.
4. Black fine-point Sharpies.
5. United Kingdom flag measuring 35 x 54 inches for use outside the building and

in parades.
6. A kitchen broom.



Thank you in advance for your help!

Get Woven into the Fabric of Our Museum

You don't have to live in Willimantic or Windham to support the Mill Museum. We're a
REGIONAL museum, so folks throughout eastern Connecticut and beyond can learn about
the vital role the mills and the people who worked in them played in shaping the area's
history. If you've already become a member, THANK YOU!  If not, please consider joining our
ranks. 
  
At the $25 COTTON (Individual) level, members receive the newsletter; email notice of the
Museum's programs and events; free admission to the Museum, its library and exhibits
(special events and fundraisers my be extra); and 1-hour access to staff time for personal
research. 
  
At the $50 WOOL (Family) level, membership extends these same benefits to members of a
household consisting of up to two adults and any number of children. 
  
At the $100 SILK (Patron) level, membership includes all the above benefits, plus invitations
to a private, advance showing of exhibits; free personal tours; and 3-hour access to staff time
for personal research.

 Membership Levels:

Cotton (individual) membership, $25 
Wool (family) membership, $50 
Silk (patron) membership, $100 
  
Windham Textile & History Museum 
411 Main Street, Willimantic, CT   06226 
Make checks out to: WTHM 

Go to https://millmuseum.org/join-membership/ and join today or increase
you level of membership. Your involvement may be one more thread in a
growing tapestry of history.
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