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BOBBIN' ABOUT

Upcoming Events

Please check our Website for the most current information

regarding Covid-19 precautions.

~~ ~~ ~~

Month-long Kids’ Projects: Popsicle Stick Catapults. Learn about the history
of medieval weaponry with this awesome project! Kits are $5 and can be picked
up at The Mill Museum during the month of February. Pony Bead Flag Pin.
Learn about the reason for Presidents’ Day while making this cute pin! Kit is $3
and can be picked up during February. Kits can also be purchased during
normal hours, Friday, Saturday & Sunday, at The Mill Museum. Contact for pre-



order and pick-up on our website: https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/. A
video link will also be posted on that website.

~~ ~~ ~~

Fri., Feb. 11: Opening of The Mill
Museum’s spring
exhibit: "Something Old,
Something New: Wedding Textiles
and the Romantic History of Our
Community." The Museum
reopens with a look at the
fashions and traditions of
matrimony. The display will
include antique and vintage
wedding gowns, antique
examples of wedding quilts and
modern versions of both from
around our community. Learn
about the history of the little things
of the wedding experience, like
bouquets, veils, guest books,
photos, traditions and more.  Want
to join in?  E-mail your wedding

story to themillmuseumarchives@gmail.com for our "Community Wedding Wall"
with stories, photos, traditions and more for people around Eastern CT.

~~ ~~ ~~
Mon., Feb. 14: Valentine’s Day: Do something sweet for your sweetie. (Read
about the origins of this holiday elsewhere in this newsletter.) Birthday of
Frederick Douglass. (Read about Black History Month too.)

~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., Feb.19, 7 p.m. via Zoom: “Here All Along: African Americans in the
Windham, CT Area,1688-1954.” Until the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s
and ‘60s, Connecticut’s African Americans were nearly invisible -- their stories
too often unrecorded, their contributions unnoticed by their white neighbors.
Windham Town Historian Jamie Eves shares his research on Windham’s Black
history, beginning with Joe Ginne, an enslaved man who built Windham’s first
house, continuing through the Leason brothers who fought during the
Revolution, to the Jackson family for whom Willimantic's Jackson St. is named.
Denied jobs in the cotton mills, African Americans and other people of color not
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only survived, but helped build Windham, Willimantic, and the region’s other
mill towns. Audience participation is encouraged in this illustrated talk.
Members: $12; Non-Members: $15. Sign up online at
https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/; Zoom link will be sent out ½ hour before
start time.

 ~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., Feb. 26: Drop-in Spinning
Bee with Peggy Church. 10 a.m.-1
p.m. in Dugan Hall, 3 Union St.,
Willimantic. Stop by and bring
your wheel. Vaccinations required.
All skill levels and visitors are
welcome. Free admission. For
information, directions, or just to
let us know you're coming, e-mail
peggychurch@earthlink.net.

 

 

 

LOOMING  AHEAD 
 

Please visit our website to check events that may be scheduled after the
publication of this Newsletter

 

I Do, I Do
 

Weddings have changed greatly over the ages. In the Bible, there were
actually several forms of marriage. One was the union of one man and one
woman. Alternatively, there was the polygynist model in which a man
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married several wives, depending on his financial ability. In either of these
arrangements, men were also allowed to keep concubines, women who were
part of the household, but of lower status than wives. Then there was the
levirate marriage in which a widow without a son was required to marry her
brother-in-law; their first-born son was considered to be sired by the
deceased husband. One truly horrendous marriage type was required in
Deuteronomy 22: A virgin who was not engaged and was raped could be
forced to marry her attacker. Therefore, a man could marry a woman who
appealed to him by simply raping her and paying his new father-in-law 50
silver shekels. Women, then, were truly property, whose sole commodity,
their virginity, was under the control of their fathers.

By the Middle Ages, Christianity was the law of the land – but women were
still considered property. Some considered them “incomplete males,”
lacking in higher intelligence and endowed by Satan with deviousness and
depravity – a consequence of the sin of Eve. Those extraordinary women
who could not be ignored, such as Eleanor of Aquitaine, Hildegard von
Bingen, and Julian of Norwich were excused as being singularly elevated by
God.

But the Church was not the only social force. The idea of Courtly Love grew
among the aristocracy and involved nonsexual romance between a male
lover and an unattainable, married woman. Love and marriage had little to
do with each other; intercourse was for the production of heirs and often
endured as a spousal duty. Flirting, petting, poems, romance – these were
for courtly lovers. Of course, this applied only to the elite who married in
their mid-20s for dynastic gain. Peasants, who married at puberty, ignored
such social niceties.

These class divisions continued well into the 19th century. The upper
classes continued to marry for political reasons, the common folk for
fundamental attraction or shared skills. One thing, however, united them:
wedding customs. Brides up to this point were all married in their best
finery – however humble, and wedding gowns ran the gamut of colors. It
was not until Queen Victoria married Prince Albert in 1840 that white
wedding gowns became the rage – a fad that has remained constant to this
day across social strata. 

Other common wedding traditions go far back in time. The engagement
ring, with its circle of unending commitment, can be traced to ancient
Egypt, where jewels were often displayed on costly ornamental pillows, like



those carried by today’s ring
bearers. Rings are traditionally
worn on the third finger of the
left hand which is connected
directly to the heart by "the
vein of love." In ancient Greece
and Rome, the bridal bouquet
consisted of strongly scented
herbs, instead of flowers, in
order to ward off evil spirits.
Similarly, brides often appeared
with their faces veiled to
confuse those same spirits. The
tradition of fathers “giving
away” their daughters,

unfortunately, goes back to the days when women were merely property to
be exchanged for land, cash, or other valuables. (Mothers played no role in
the transaction.) 

Then there is the Victorian rhyme:

Something old (from the bride’s former life), 
Something new (for her future), 
Something borrowed (from a happily married person), 
Something blue (representing serenity and stability), 
And a sixpence in her shoe (for prosperity). 

The sixpence, which was first minted in 1551, remained in use until 1981,
when it was finally withdrawn from circulation. Presumably, a more
comfortable dollar bill or pound note can now effectively take its place in
the bride’s shoe to ensure future prosperity. 

Traditionally, all legal marriages in the U.S. had to be heterosexual and
monogamous. To become a state in 1896, after years of wrangling, Utah
had to ban polygamy. However, in the beginning of a social revolution,
Vermont passed the first Civil Union law in 2004, giving homosexuals legal
marriage rights. Other states followed, and in 2015 the Supreme Court
ruled that the right to marry was guaranteed to ALL people under the 14th
Amendment. There now really was “something new” on the wedding scene.
Then, in 2020 polygamy was essentially decriminalized under a bill signed
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into law by Utah's governor. Today things are still changing … and some are
still staying the same.  

To learn more about wedding traditions, visit "Something Old, Something
New: Wedding Textiles and the Romantic History of Our Community,"
opening on Friday, February 11 at The Mill Museum. Want to join in?  E-mail
your wedding story to: themillmuseumarchives@gmail.com for our
"Community Wedding Wall" with stories, photos, traditions and more for
people around Eastern Connecticut. Join us, and relive the romance! 

February Is Black History Month
It is a time to recognize the invaluable contributions of African Americans to our
nation’s, and our local communities’ development. From those who fought in
the American Revolution to those who marched in the Civil Rights Movement to
those who stand for Voting Rights today, Black History has been marked by
struggle, and it is an integral part of AMERICAN history – the good, the bad,
and the ugly – from the horrors of the Tuskegee Experiment to the heroism of
the Tuskegee Airmen. Begun in 1969 at Ohio’s Kent State University, the idea
of Black History Month spread across the nation until 1976, when then-
President Gerald Ford, urged all Americans to “seize the opportunity to honor
the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans in every area of
endeavor throughout our history.”

Unfortunately, American history, as taught in most schools, is written by white
men and ignores or glosses over the contributions of women and people of
color. Yet it was Black slaves who built the White House, Monticello, and most
other major public buildings in the South and along the Eastern Seaboard
before 1861.

In the 1721 smallpox epidemic in Boston, Cotton Mather’s slave, Onesimus,
introduced the concept of inoculation common in his homeland (probably Libya,
then part of the Ottoman Empire) to his master. Mather convinced the medical
community to institute the practice which saved thousands of lives. The famous
physician Edward Jenner would later build on this practice to create the first
vaccine in 1796, leaving Onesimus in obscurity.

In 1893 Daniel Hale Williams, a black physician in Chicago, performed the first
open heart surgery. His patient, James Cornish, who had been stabbed in the
chest, made a full recovery and lived a long life.
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By the time Granville Woods, often called “the Black Edison,” died in 1910, he
had acquired patents on nearly 60 inventions, including a telephone transmitter,
an automatic brake, and the multiplex telegraph (over which he defeated a
lawsuit by Thomas Edison). He is also credited with developing the concept of
the “third rail” used on subways, and improvements to other inventions, such as
safety circuits, telegraphs, telephones, and phonographs.

In 1914 Garrett Morgan invented a gas mask used two years later to rescue
men trapped during a tunnel explosion under Lake Erie. As a result, his
company received requests from fire departments around the U.S. to buy the
new masks. Morgan also invented a zigzag attachment for manually operated
sewing machines. In 1923, he was one of the first to acquire a U.S. patent for a
traffic signal that indicated “Stop” and “Go.”

The contributions of African Americans were finally brought to the fore by
Hollywood with such films as Glory (about the first all-Black 54th
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment), Red Tails (the story of the
Tuskegee Airmen), and Hidden Figures (about the brilliant Black female
mathematicians who helped NASA launch John Glenn into orbit in the
U.S./Russian space race.

February is Black History Month for all of us. The Ashanti people of West Africa
say, "There is nothing wrong with going back to fetch what one has forgotten."
It’s time that people of all races and ethnicities go back and fetch what we have
forgotten or never knew. It will make us ALL richer, prouder, stronger.

“ ‘Tis Better to Have Loved”
So how did a day in the middle of frozen February become identified with love,
romance, flowers, candy, and a chubby half-naked cherub with a bow and
arrow? It is believed by some that Valentine’s Day is based on the Roman
fertility festival of Lupercalia on February 15th which began with animal
sacrifice, followed by feasting and the lashing of participants by naked runners
wielding strips of the sacrificed animal’s hide to ensure fertility. It culminated in
the pairing off of couples by lot for the duration of the celebration – and
sometimes for the whole year – to put that fertility into practice.

However, as Christianity became dominant in the Roman Empire, cultural
norms changed, and around 494 CE, Pope Gelasius wrote a letter criticizing
Christian participation in the festival, calling it “an instrument of depravity.” At



around the same time, February 14th became a Christian feast day honoring
several early Christian martyrs named Valentine whose stories may have
become blended. One said he was arrested for aiding Christians; one that he
secretly married Christian couples. The one most associated with today’s
holiday said that while he was in prison, he healed his jailer’s blind daughter.
An 18th-century elaboration added that he wrote a letter to her before his
execution signed "Your Valentine."

The association of St. Valentine with romance was not limited to people.
Geoffrey Chaucer in his 14th-century poem, "Parliament of Fowls," says: “For
this was on Saint Valentine’s day / When every bird came there to choose his
mate.” Since February 14 was fairly cold for avian mating in England, Chaucer
might have been referring to St. Valentine of Genoa, whose feast day is May 3.
Over the years, the association may have drifted to St. Valentine of Rome and
the day we currently celebrate.

During the 15th century “Valentines” began to appear. The oldest known still in
existence was a poem written in 1415 by Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his wife
while he was imprisoned in the Tower of London following his capture at
the Battle of Agincourt. As time went on, hand-written letters and poems
expressing love and devotion became more and more popular. In 18th-century
England, couples expressed their love by giving flowers (especially red roses
which symbolize passion), confections, and, later, greeting cards, often
featuring hearts and winged cupids. Cupid was the Roman God of desire, erotic
love, attraction and affection, whose golden arrows could pierce the heart with
love, while the leaden ones could inspire aversion. His involvement completed
the circle back to the early roots of the holiday.

In some parts of Europe, St. Valentine's Keys were given to lovers "as a
romantic symbol and an invitation to unlock the giver's heart.” St. Valentine is
also known as the patron saint of those who suffer from epilepsy, called St.
Valentine's Malady because, according to one legend, he cured a young
engaged woman of the disease.

Although Americans probably exchanged handmade valentine greetings in the
early 1700s, by the 1840s, Esther A. Howland began selling the first mass-
produced variety. By 1900, printed cards began to replace written letters due to
improvements in printing technology and cheaper postage rates. Today, tender
sentiments are often sent electronically. Yet somehow across the years and
miles, whether etched on a sugar candy heart, written on a lacey homemade
creation, signed in an expensive store-bought pop-up, or sent in an animated e-
mail, the message remains the same: Be My Valentine!



 

When You Wish Upon a Star …
Thanks to all those who have
contributed to our Wish List thus
far. The snow shovels and the de-
icer were certainly timely, and the
other items are also quite useful.
We could still use some of the
items originally on the list, as well
as a few things that have since
cropped up:

 

1. A 2’ x 3’ floor mat for use
behind the counter in the gift
shop.
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2. New dish towels to replace those that seem to have found homes
elsewhere.

3. Pricing stickers – LOTS of them. (There’s a tag sale coming up!)

4. Large Tupperware tubs for waterproof storage.

5. Cleaning supplies (sponges, paper towels, glass cleaner, etc.)

6. For more ideas from the Curatorial Department, visit
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3DV79F4ZX9M02?ref_=wl_share.

Thank you in advance for your generosity!

 

Get Woven into the Fabric of Our Museum

You don't have to live in Willimantic or Windham to support the Mill Museum. We're a
REGIONAL museum, so folks throughout eastern Connecticut and beyond can learn
about the vital role the mills and the people who worked in them played in shaping
the area's history. If you've already become a member, THANK YOU!  If not, please
consider joining our ranks. 
  
At the $25 COTTON (Individual) level, members receive the newsletter; email notice
of the Museum's programs and events; free admission to the Museum, its library and
exhibits (special events and fundraisers my be extra); and 1-hour access to staff time
for personal research. 
  
At the $50 WOOL (Family) level, membership extends these same benefits to
members of a household consisting of up to two adults and any number of children. 
  
At the $100 SILK (Patron) level, membership includes all the above benefits, plus
invitations to a private, advance showing of exhibits; free personal tours; and 3-hour
access to staff time for personal research.

 Membership Levels:

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3DV79F4ZX9M02?ref_=wl_share


Cotton (individual) membership, $25 
Wool (family) membership, $50 
Silk (patron) membership, $100 
  
Windham Textile & History Museum 
411 Main Street, Willimantic, CT   06226 
Make checks out to: WTHM 

Go to https://millmuseum.org/join-membership/ and join today or
increase you level of membership. Your involvement may be one
more thread in a growing tapestry of history. 
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