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BOBBIN' ABOUT

Upcoming Events

Please check our Website for the most current information

regarding Covid-19 precautions.

~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., Jan. 1: Meet La Befana, the benevolent Italian Christmas witch, will visit
the Museum LIVE from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. (See below.)

~~ ~~ ~~

Sun., Jan. 2: Last day of “Trees, Traditions & Tiny Treasures” exhibit, and
Meet La Befana, as she visits The Mill Museum LIVE from 11 a.m. to 4



p.m. The benevolent Italian Christmas witch, who usually visits children on the
eve of Epiphany, will tell her story, and if you have been good, will give you a
treat with admission to the Mill Museum. Check the Museum
website (https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/) for any COVID-related
changes. 
 

~~ ~~ ~~

The Mill Museum will be closed for regular tours and visits for the rest of
the month of January and through February 10. It will reopen on February

11 with our brand new exhibit on wedding traditions.

~~ ~~ ~~

Mon., Jan. 3: Kids’ Virtual Project: Make a Spool Love Note. Order your fun
love note kit for only $5 through The Mill Museum and watch our project video,
that includes a bit about the Willimantic mill's history, for free! Projects and
video are designed for all ages and will be available throughout the month of
January. Contact for pre-order and pick-up on our website:. 
(https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/ ) A video link will also be posted on that
website.

 ~~ ~~ ~~

Mon.-Fri., Jan. 3-7: By appointment. Uninstalling the Current Exhibit.
Volunteers needed! Call Andrea Ader at (860) 742-5234 to schedule a work
shift.

~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., Jan. 8: St. Distaff’s Day Drop-in Spinning Bee with Peggy Church in
Dugan Hall, 3 Union St., Willimantic, next to the Museum. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. (Note
the revised date.) Stop by and bring your wheel and your own food for a
spatially distanced lunch and self-serve drinks depending on Covid-19. Dugan
Hall will be open, but the main building of The Mill Museum will be
closed. COVID vaccinations are required. All skill levels and visitors are
welcome. Free admission. For information, directions, or just to let us know
you’re coming, email peggychurch2@gmail.com. 
Snow date: Jan. 9; check the Museum website for up-to-date information:
https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/.  Who was St. Distaff? Read on in the
rest of the newsletter to find out.

~~ ~~ ~~
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Sat., Jan. 15: Sewing Revolution: CT’s Role in the Invention of the Machine
that Changed the World. Join our former Executive Director, Jamie Eves, in
this fascinating lecture about the history of the sewing machine industry at 7
p.m. Learn about the great patent wars, sewing technology, and more!
Presentation is $12 for members, $15 for non-members. Sign up online at
https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/ ; Zoom link will be sent out ½ hour before
start time.

~~ ~~ ~~

Mon., Jan. 17: Kids’ Virtual Projects: Valentine's Day Cards. Pick up this $5
kit from The Mill Museum to make a few cards while learning about Saint
Valentine himself!  Video will be free to access, and kits/video will be available

until February 13th. Contact for pre-order and pick-up on our
website: https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/. A video link will also be posted
on that website.

~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., Jan. 22, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.: Historians Trade Fair at The Mill Museum,
411 Main St., Willimantic. Come all ye historians, reenactors, interpreters and
the generally curious! Join us for a winter day spent among historic crafters and
vendors, history lectures and more! Tickets are $10 and include not only
admission to this special event, but a free self-guided tour of The Mill Museum!
Buy handmade candles, tin items, and other supplies for reenacting or
interpreting almost every era! Tickets will be available at the door.  For more
information, visit https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/.

~~ ~~ ~~

LOOMING  AHEAD

The Mill Museum will be closed for regular tours and visits after January 2
and part of February. It will reopen on February 11.  Watch for the opening

of our new exhibit on Valentine's Weekend.

~~ ~~ ~~

Kids’ Project: Popsicle Stick Catapults. Learn about the history of medieval
weaponry with this awesome project! Kits are $5 and can be picked up at The
Mill Museum during the month of February.  Contact for pre-order and pick-up
on our website: https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/. A video link will also be
posted on that website.

~~ ~~ ~~
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Kids’ Project: Pony Bead Flag Pin. Learn about the reason for Presidents’ Day
while making this cute pin!  Kit is $3 and will be able to be picked up during the
month of February. Kits can also be purchased during normal hours at The Mill
Museum. Contact for pre-order and pick-up on our
website: https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/. A video link will also be posted
on that website.

~~ ~~ ~~

Chocolate Festival,  Details TBA. We have some special treats in
store!

Italy’s La Befana 
 

On January 5th in Italy each year, excited children prepare for a late-night visit
from La Befana, a grandmotherly woman who resembles a kindly witch. She
brings gifts to good little children, depositing them in stockings hung above the
hearth on the eve of the Feast of the Epiphany, from which she gets her name,
Epifania. 

According to tradition, Befana was in her cottage sweeping the floor one
evening when she glanced out the window and saw a bright light in the night
sky. The Magi happened upon her and asked her for directions. They told her
they were following the star at the advice of royal astrologers, and intended to
bring gifts to honor the Christ Child. She charitably hosted them for an evening
in her humble cottage. The next morning, they invited her to accompany them
to Bethlehem. Busy cleaning her home, La Befana declined at first – but after
they left, she had second thoughts. She quickly filled a basket with gifts and set
off after them alone. Although she followed the same star, she was unable to
find the manger, and the Wise Men witnessed the Epiphany without her. 

Today, La Befana continues to travel the world on Epiphany Eve, searching
every house for the right child and leaving candies, small toys or fruit for the
good children she finds. Naughty children get chunks of coal, onions, garlic, or
even straw from her broom. The day following her visit marks the end of the
holiday season in Italy, which means that children have to go back to school,
adults go back to work, and Christmas decorations come down for another
year.
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As part of the closing of this year’s
“Trees, Traditions and Tiny
Treasures” exhibit, La Befana will
visit The Mill Museum LIVE on
Saturday, New Year’s Day, from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and again on
Jan. 2 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Don’t miss it!

 

St. Distaff's Day
St. Distaff’s Day is an annual celebration traditionally held the day after
Epiphany in honor of a saint who didn’t exist. So who or, more accurately
WHAT, is being celebrated? The word “distaff” originated from an Old English
word stӕff, meaning “staff,” and dis, which means a “bundle of flax.” So the
distaff is a wool- or flax-holder. It can be a simple stick or an ornately carved
treasure to which the raw fiber is attached prior to being transferred to a
whirling spindle. The spinner holds the distaff under her arm as she unwinds
the fibers loosely wrapped around it onto a twirling spindle in her other hand. In
Scandinavia and parts of Germany, the word translates as “rock,” hence, the
term “Roc Day.”
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The word “distaff” was first used around A.D. 1000, but the history of spinning is
lost in the mists of time. It’s as old as civilization. The laborious process of
turning a hooked stick on one’s thigh to catch the thread gave way to a
weighted drop spindle, eliminating the need for constant hand-turning. For
thousands of years then, this was how ALL thread for fabric was made –
whether for clothing, sails, shade, or shrouds – and it was done by women. The
early Greeks identified this fundamental activity with the Thread of Life and the
Fates (Moirai) who ruled it: Clotho, “The Spinner,” spun the thread of life from
her distaff onto her spindle; Lachesis (the “Drawer of Lots”) measured these
threads to determine how long each life would last; finally Atropos (the
“Inevitable”) decided exactly how someone was going to die and cut the thread
when that time came.

 

Spinning was exclusively the domain of women.
They were the child-bearers and the
representatives of Mother Earth to whom all life
returned. Women of all ages, ranks and incomes
spun thread and yarn. Because creating these
products was so necessary and time-consuming,
spinning was seen as an important occupation,
critical to the economic success of the family and
the community.

 

By the Middle Ages, the ecclesiastical calendar of the Catholic Church dictated
daily activities in much of Europe. After the Twelve Days of Christmas had been
celebrated, it was time to ease back into the patterns of everyday life. For
women, that meant returning to spinning and the distaff. The first day after
Epiphany was named Distaff Day or – in a poke at the church – SAINT Distaff’s
Day. It reflected an appreciation of the importance of women’s textile work to
society. Men returned to work on the first Monday after Epiphany, called “Plow
Monday.” The usual difference in back-to-work demands caused light-hearted
bantering and pranks between women and men. Men would pretend to try to
torch the women’s wool or flax, while the women tried to douse the men. It led

17th-century poet Robert Herrick to observe:

Partly worke and partly play  
Ye must on S. Distaffs day: 
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From the Plough soone free your teame; 
Then come home and fother them. 
If the Maides a spinning goe,  
Burne the flax, and fire the tow: 
Scorch their plackets, but beware 
That ye singe no maiden-haire. 
Bring in pailes of water then, 
Let the Maides bewash the men. 
Give S. Distaffe all the right, 
Then bid Christmas sport good-night. 
And next morrow, every one  
To his own vocation

The distaff was one critical piece of equipment women used in clothing and

textile-making into the 19th century. Today, the often ornate distaffs of
Scandinavia, Bulgaria and Russia are most often shown in museums; however,
spinning bees are seeing a revival as social gatherings and expressions of a
shared desire to perpetuate age-old traditions and crafts. 
The Mill Museum welcomes all spinners and friends to
celebrate St. Distaff’s Day Drop-in Spinning Bee with
Peggy Church in Dugan Hall, next to the Museum from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sat., Jan. 8. (Note the revised date.) Stop
by and bring your wheel and a self-serve dish. COVID
vaccinations are required. All skill levels and visitors are
welcome. Free admission. For information, directions, or
just to let us know you’re coming, email
peggychurch2@gmail.com. Snow date: Jan. 9; check the
Museum website for up-to-date information: millmuseum.org.

When You Wish Upon a Star …
Those of us who work or volunteer at The Mill Museum have noticed that over
the years, some things have frayed, crumbled, rusted or just plain worn out.
Replacing some of these specific items (that simply aren’t in the budget) would
make the task of keeping everything running smoothly a whole lot easier.

1. New brooms (push type and regular).
2. Solid color Christmas tree skirts (any size).
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3. An office chair that isn’t
peeling and that actually
goes up and down.

4. New dish towels to replace
those that seem to have
found homes elsewhere.

5. A large, square floor fan,
preferably without the rust or
years of insect detritus that
adorn our present one.

6. Pricing stickers – LOTS of them.
7. Large Tupperware tubs for waterproof storage.
8. Cleaning supplies (sponges, paper towels, glass cleaner, etc.)
9. Snow shovels and ice melt. (Winter is now upon us!)

10. For more ideas from the Curatorial Department, visit
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3DV79F4ZX9M02?ref_=wl_share.

Thank you in advance for your generosity!

 

Get Woven into the Fabric of Our Museum

You don't have to live in Willimantic or Windham to support the Mill Museum. We're a
REGIONAL museum, so folks throughout eastern Connecticut and beyond can learn
about the vital role the mills and the people who worked in them played in shaping
the area's history. If you've already become a member, THANK YOU!  If not, please
consider joining our ranks. 
  
At the $25 COTTON (Individual) level, members receive the newsletter; email notice
of the Museum's programs and events; free admission to the Museum, its library and
exhibits (special events and fundraisers my be extra); and 1-hour access to staff time
for personal research. 
  
At the $50 WOOL (Family) level, membership extends these same benefits to
members of a household consisting of up to two adults and any number of children. 
  
At the $100 SILK (Patron) level, membership includes all the above benefits, plus
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invitations to a private, advance showing of exhibits; free personal tours; and 3-hour
access to staff time for personal research.

 Membership Levels:
Cotton (individual) membership, $25 
Wool (family) membership, $50 
Silk (patron) membership, $100 
  
Windham Textile & History Museum 
411 Main Street, Willimantic, CT   06226 
Make checks out to: WTHM 

Go to https://millmuseum.org/join-membership/ and join today or
increase you level of membership. Your involvement may be one
more thread in a growing tapestry of history. 
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