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BOBBIN' ABOUT

Upcoming Events

Please check our Website for the most current information

regarding Covid-19 precautions.

March is National Women’s History Month and National Craft Month.
Read more later about these designations in this Newsletter.

~~ ~~ ~~

Wed., March 2 National Old Stuff Day. This is the day to clean out your
closets and garage, rediscover old treasures, and declutter your life. Set aside



a box or two (or more) and plan to rent a space at The Mill Museum’s upcoming
Tag Sale on April 23!

~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., March 5 Grand Opening of
“Something Old / Something
New,” 6-8 p.m. at The Mill
Museum. Join us for a glass of
champagne-style beverage and
some tasty treats as we officially
open our exhibit on wedding
traditions. We’ll gather at 6:30
p.m. to celebrate the restatement
of vows by couples who want to
reaffirm their love in a festive,

historic setting. The exhibit includes antique and vintage wedding gowns and
suits, examples of wedding quilts, and the history of the accoutrements of the
wedding experience, like bouquets, veils, guest books, photos, traditions and
more. Want to join in?  E-mail your wedding story
to themillmuseumarchives@gmail.com or bring it to the Museum for our
"Community Wedding Wall" where we’ll post photos, traditions and more of
people around Eastern Connecticut.

~~ ~~ ~~

Sun., March 6 is National Dress Day. Celebrate a versatile and fun article of
clothing — the dress! Fashion designer Ashley Lauren founded the day to help
pay homage to dresses and the magical moments they represent: proms, first
dates, job interviews, weddings, and more. Come and see the very special
dresses at The Mill Museum’s exhibit on wedding gowns and traditions.

~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., March 12 "If Walls Could Talk: Researching the History of Your House
- A Guide for Beginners." 7 p.m. 1-hr. Museum Lyceum Zoom presentation by
Windham Town Historian and former Title Abstractor and Paralegal, Jamie
Eves. Using the Windham, CT, town records as a model, Dr. Eves will walk the
audience through the nuts-and-bolts basics of using land and probate records
to research the history of their houses. Museum members: $12; Non-members:
$15. Sign up online at https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/. The Zoom link will
be sent out ½ hour before start time.

https://millmuseum.org/something-old-something-new/
mailto:themillmuseumarchives@gmail.com?subject=Our%20Wedding%20Story
https://millmuseum.org/currentevents/


~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., March 19   Explore Irish
Heritage for a day. Visit The Mill
Museum between 11 a.m. and 3
p.m. to learn about the Irish and
make a paper scrap Irish Flag for
ages 8 and under.  Craft is free
with admission to the museum,
($10 adults; $7 kids/students/
seniors). 

~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., March 19 is also National
Quilting Day. A quilt is a type of

bed cover, traditionally composed
of three layers of fiber: a cloth top
(often using snippets of other
fabric), a layer of batting or
wadding, and a cloth back, which
are stitched together in a pattern.
The word comes from the Latin
word culcita, meaning “stuffed
sack,” and was adapted from the
French word cuilte. The National
Quilting Association established

National Quilting Day as the third Saturday in March in 1991. Since then, it has
grown into a global, annual celebration to recognize quilt-makers and their
abilities. Come and see several interesting wedding quilts on display at The Mill
Museum’s current exhibit.

~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., March 26 Drop-in Spinning Bee with Peggy Church. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in
Dugan Hall, 157 Union St., Willimantic. Stop by and bring your wheel.
Vaccinations required. All skill levels and visitors are welcome. Free admission.
For information, directions, or just to let us know you're coming, e-mail
peggychurch2@gmail.com . .

 ~~ ~~ ~~
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LOOMING  AHEAD 
 

Sat., Apr. 23 Tag Sale both indoors and outdoors, with spaces available to rent
in the parking lot. Rain date: Sun., Apr. 24 (the weekend after Easter).

 

Sat., May 7 Spring Fair at Garden on the Bridge. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. See skilled
craft demonstrations and vendors of plant-related items. Come enjoy casual
performers and musicians. Rain date: May 8. No admission charge.

 

This summer: Weaving Classes, Sun., 1- 4 p.m. with Peggy Church.
Beginning weavers will learn how to measure a warp, dress the loom,
understand weaving drafts, and weave various structures in the Weaving
Studio. More advanced students will be helped to complete projects of their
choice. Cost for the 8-class series is $240. There is a $30 materials fee for
beginners. Students are welcome to weave on their floor loom any time the
Museum is open (Fri.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.). Limited class size. Students must
show proof of vaccination plus booster and wear a mask in class. E-mail Peggy
at peggychurch2@gmail.com for enrollment information.

 

Worldwide Weddings

 

Although our current exhibit “Something Old, Something New,” focuses on
weddings in Europe and North America, we at The Mill Museum are fully aware
that the diverse cultures around the world follow their own time-honored
traditions. In Armenia, for example, the bride and groom must break a plate,
balance lavash (flatbread) on their shoulders, and eat spoonfuls of honey as
they enter the reception. Ending with sweetness is also a tradition among the
Yoruba of Nigeria who follow the tradition of “tasting the four elements” at the
wedding. These flavors present represent different emotions in a relationship:
sour, bitter, hot, and sweet.

mailto:peggychurch2@gmail.com


 

In Guatemala, the mother of the
groom breaks a white ceramic bell
filled with grain to bring prosperity
to the newlyweds. In a Japanese
Shinto ceremony, the bride wears
all white – including her make-up
– to show purity. In the
Philippines, the couple releases a
pair of white doves into the air,
and in Peru, the wedding cake
has ribbons attached – one with a
concealed faux ring. The woman
who pulls that ribbon will be the
next one married. Indian relatives
of the bride sometimes hold the
groom’s shoes for ransom in a
ritual called Joota Chupai, while
the bride often sits for hours to
have her skin intricately painted
with mehndi, a type of paint made

from henna.

 

Whatever the customs, the intent seems to be the same: To wish the couple a
long, prosperous and happy life together.

 

National Women’s History Month

 

Women’s History Month is a celebration of women’s contributions to history,
culture and society that has been observed annually in March in the U.S. since
it was instituted by a biennial Joint Resolution of the U.S. Congress in 1987.
This year’s theme, “Providing Healing, Promoting Hope,” was designated by
the National Women's History Alliance, as "both a tribute to the ceaseless work
of caregivers and frontline workers during this ongoing pandemic and also a

https://mcusercontent.com/7646152d0f2c7e5a728301082/images/da059b24-8ace-705a-9411-b0af50f122e9.jpg
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recognition of the thousands of ways that women of all cultures have provided
both healing and hope throughout history."

 

Research to recover women's
"lost" stories began on college
campuses in the early 1970s. But
in elementary and secondary
school history textbooks, the
imbalance was obvious: women
were outnumbered eleven to one.
Today, women’s contributions are
finally being recognized,
sometimes through popular films
like Hidden Figures, that tells the
story of the female African-
American mathematicians who served as “human computers” in the space
race, and On the Basis of Sex that followed Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s landmark
case for gender equality.

 

Whether their stories are those of hospital nurses, Supreme Court justices,
truck drivers, mathematicians, teachers, or 19th-century mill workers, women’s
history is part of ALL of our history. And we are richer for it.

 

National Craft Month

 

The Craft & Hobby Association established National Craft Month in 1994 to
help Americans discover their hidden creativity using simple materials. Crafts
run the gamut from needle felting to fly-tying, from quilling to quilting. Most
crafts, though often beautiful, are also meant to be useful in some way. Fine art,
on the other hand, is usually non-functional. It exists solely for its esthetic value.

If you want to start a craft, try knitting. Just visit the Gift Shop at The Mill
Museum to find a great selection of yarn. Or if you’re into sewing, explore our
newly refurbished Sewing Machine Room to see the historical development of

https://mcusercontent.com/7646152d0f2c7e5a728301082/images/7970b8bc-ade3-59c1-2f94-a3f77c7dcdab.png


these labor-saving machines. Or
stop by the Spinning Bee on
March 26th at our Dugan Hall to
see spinners in action. Whatever
your craft passion, this is the
month to give it a try.

 

When You Wish Upon a Star, Your Dreams

Come True

 

Thanks to all those who have contributed to our Wish List thus far. We now
have TWO new office chairs that work AND a new floor mat! And best of all, we
have new lights in both the Sewing Machine Room and the Weaving Studio.
We really appreciate the generosity of all who donate.

As our newly organized Gift Shop reopens, and our fantastic exhibit on wedding
traditions draws people in, we find that we still have need for a few unbudgeted
items that perhaps some lively, light-hearted leprechaun would like to donate.

1. A Swiffer Wet Jet to keep up with mud season in the Gift Shop.
2. New dish towels for the Dugan Hall kitchen to replace those that seem to

have found homes elsewhere.
3. A new First Aid kit for the staff, volunteers and visitors to the Museum.
4. Pricing stickers – LOTS of them. (There’s a tag sale coming up!)
5. Black Sharpies.
6. United Kingdom flag measuring 35 x 54 inches for use outside the

building and in parades.
7. Tinksky Set of 10 Bronze-finish Vintage Decorative Door Drawer Pull

Handle Iron Semicircle Knobs for the drawers in the Curatorial Dept.

https://mcusercontent.com/7646152d0f2c7e5a728301082/images/7655798e-3915-eac0-8ff8-f996ca57258a.png


(Available on Amazon for $10.87.)
8. Uxcell 1/2 diameter x 4"(12x100mm) Standoff Screws Wall Mount Sign

Holders Acrylic Glass Nails 10 pieces for the new thimble display in the
Sewing Machine Room.(Available on Amazon for $17.36)

These and other needs in the Curatorial Department can be found at: 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3DV79F4ZX9M02?ref_=wl_share

The Mill Museum Wants YOU!

 

The Mill Museum is looking for volunteers – anyone with some time to spare. It
doesn’t matter if you’re 18 or 85, there is a wide variety of simple and not-so-
simple tasks that need to be done. Phones need to be answered, price stickers
affixed, vacuums run, tag sale tables staffed, fliers distributed, exhibits put up
and taken down…The list goes on and on.

We’re a fun group to work with, so if you have some time to offer, call Andrea
Ader, the Mill Museum’s Volunteer Coordinator, at (860) 742-5234 or e-mail her
at BrickAder@yahoo.com.

Survey

 

If you have not already had an opportunity to compete our short survey of the
Museum community, please do so at: Survey Link

Get Woven into the Fabric of Our Museum

You don't have to live in Willimantic or Windham to support the Mill Museum. We're a
REGIONAL museum, so folks throughout eastern Connecticut and beyond can learn

https://www.amazon.com/Tinksky-Vintage-Decorative-Drawer-Semicircle/dp/B01FXMT3KC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YOE6ARRHRQ3W&keywords=Tinksky+Set+of+10+Bronze-finish+Vintage+Decorative+Door+Drawer+Pull+Handle&qid=1645722827&sprefix=tinksky+set+of+10+bronze-finish+vintage+decorative+door+drawer+pull+handle+%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/uxcell-Standoffs-Mounts-Standoff-Advertising/dp/B07QWJJYN1/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=uxcell+1%2F2+Dia+x+4%22&qid=1645722740&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3DV79F4ZX9M02?ref_=wl_share
mailto:BrickAder@yahoo.com?subject=The%20Mill%20Museum%20Wants%20Me
https://listivus.net/mill_museum_survey?u=nl


about the vital role the mills and the people who worked in them played in shaping
the area's history. If you've already become a member, THANK YOU!  If not, please
consider joining our ranks. 
  
At the $25 COTTON (Individual) level, members receive the newsletter; email notice
of the Museum's programs and events; free admission to the Museum, its library and
exhibits (special events and fundraisers my be extra); and 1-hour access to staff time
for personal research. 
  
At the $50 WOOL (Family) level, membership extends these same benefits to
members of a household consisting of up to two adults and any number of children. 
  
At the $100 SILK (Patron) level, membership includes all the above benefits, plus
invitations to a private, advance showing of exhibits; free personal tours; and 3-hour
access to staff time for personal research.

 Membership Levels:
Cotton (individual) membership, $25 
Wool (family) membership, $50 
Silk (patron) membership, $100 
  
Windham Textile & History Museum 
411 Main Street, Willimantic, CT   06226 
Make checks out to: WTHM 

Go to https://millmuseum.org/join-membership/ and join today or
increase you level of membership. Your involvement may be one
more thread in a growing tapestry of history. 
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