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BOBBIN' ABOUT

Upcoming Events

Please check our Website for the most current information

regarding Covid-19 precautions.

~~ ~~ ~~

Thurs., Nov. 4, 7 p.m.: “The Yellow Roses: A Short History of Women's
Suffrage.” This 45-minute Zoom presentation by Chelsey Knyff, Curatorial
Director at the Mill Museum, covering the history of women's suffrage from the

early 19th to early 20th century, will be followed by an audience
Q&A. Historically, those in support of giving women the vote wore yellow roses;
the opposition wore red. And there WAS opposition by men and women alike. 



Tickets: $15 at millmuseum.org.
Link will be provided ½ hour
before the program.

~~ ~~ ~~

Fri., Sat., Sun. Nov. 5, 6 & 7: Last
chance to see “Unlacing the
Corset, Unleashing the Vote”
exhibit at the Mill Museum.

~~ ~~ ~~

Tues., Nov. 16: National Button Day. Button up – It’s COLD outside! Buttons
have been around for at least 5,000 years. But they got official recognition in
1938 when the National Button Society recognized button collecting as an
organized hobby.

~~ ~~ ~~

Nov. 6: Maker's Fair Booth: Stop by the Museum’s Information Booth from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the East Brook Mall. Children are welcome to stop and get a
free basket to make. The Basket-Making Class for preregistered adults starts at
3 p.m. to make an 8" berry basket. Fee is $25, and participants must
preregister at millmuseum.org. Space is limited. Bring scissors, a pail or basin,
a towel, and a gallon of water.

 ~~ ~~ ~~

Nov. 10 at 7 p.m.: "Meet Mother
Jones." Bev York, the Museum’s
Educational Director, will give a
Zoom lecture on this famous
female labor activist. Register at
millmuseum.org. Fee: $10. Link
will be provided ½ hour before the
program. 

 

~~ ~~ ~~

Nov. 13: Mill of the Month travels to Yantic, one of the villages of
Norwich. Explore this village and its stories with Bev York, the Mill Museum’s
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Educational Director. Meet at 10 a.m. at Yantic Mill off of Rte. 32 at the junction
of Chapel Hill and Yantic Rds. Bring $10 cash. No pre-registration necessary.

~~ ~~ ~~

Nov. 20: Drop-in Spinning Bee with Peggy Church. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in Dugan
Hall, 3 Union St., Willimantic. Stop by and bring your wheel. Vaccinations
required. All skill levels and visitors are welcome. Free admission. For
information, directions, or just to let us know you're coming, email
peggychurch@earthlink.net.

~~ ~~ ~~

Nov. 27- Jan. 2: “Trees, Traditions & Tiny Treasures.” Glenn Martineau
displays his whimsical breadbox dioramas amid decorated holiday trees and
ethnic and religious traditions. Explore holiday celebrations and the
transformation of not only our first, but also our second and third floors with
cheer and traditions galore.

~~ ~~ ~~

Sat., Nov. 27: Small Business Saturday. Shop locally. Consider the many
unique gifts available at The Mill Museum, 411 Main St., Willimantic. It’s also
Pins and Needles Day. Read on in this Newsletter to see how Broadway
celebrated the International Ladies Garment Workers Union.

~~ ~~ ~~

Nov. 27: “Trees, Traditions &
Tiny Treasures” Virtual Gala at
7 p.m. Put on your holiday best
(or wear your comfiest informals)
and BYOB to this on-line gala.
Have a close-up view of the
exquisite details of the fascinating
wonderland of miniatures created
by Glenn Martineau and enjoy a
pre-recorded talk about the artist’s
work in this very special holiday
treat. Tickets: $12 at millmuseum.org. Link will be provided ½ hour before the
program.

~~ ~~ ~~

Tues., Nov. 30 Giving Tuesday: Join with the Network for Good and create
your own account on Facebook to help the Museum achieve our goals.
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~~ ~~ ~~

LOOMING AHEAD
Sat. & Sun., Dec. 4, 5, 11 & 12. Holiday Market/Craft Fair. A wide assortment
of quality crafts to celebrate the season. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. in Dugan Hall, 3 Union
St., Willimantic.

~~ ~~ ~~

Mon., Dec. 13- Fri., Dec. 24: Reindeer Wrapping Brigade. Volunteers needed
in 3 shifts from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. at East Brook Mall. Dress to express your
“inner elf.” Email themillmuseum@gmail.com to volunteer.

~~ ~~ ~~

The Annual Appeal: The Mill Museum needs your support to continue to be
viable. There are building maintenance costs, salaries, exhibits, and
educational materials that need capital in order to provide a superior
experience to the public. We hope we can count on you!

 

 

The Yellow Roses: A Short History of Women's Suffrage.

On Thursday, Nov. 4, at 7 p.m., Chelsey Knyff,
Curatorial Director at the Mill Museum, will give a 45-
minute Zoom presentation that explores the history of

the women's suffrage movement from the early 19th to

early 20th century. Symbols were important in that
journey, and among those were flowers: those in
support of women’s right to vote wore yellow or gold
roses; the opposition wore red. (And there WAS
opposition by men and women alike in this “war of the
roses.”) Gold was “the color of light and life, is as the torch that guides our
purpose, pure and unswerving,” according to The Suffragist, December 6,
1913. Gold was also the only color used by all of the U.S. suffragist
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organizations; it was usually paired with a white dress to underline the wearer’s
femininity and scotch the critics’ erroneous argument that those who wanted
the vote really just desired to be men. The final ratification came down to the
vote in Tennessee. Find out how it all happened in this stimulating presentation.
Ms. Knyff’s talk will be followed by an audience Q&A.  Tickets are $15 and can
be purchased at millmuseum.org. A ZOOM link will be provided ½ hour before
the program. 
 

Button, Button, Who's Got the Button?

Nov. 16 is National Button Day! (It’s also National Fast Food Day and National
Indiana Day, but neither of those has anything to do with textiles, so members and
friends of The Mill Museum are less likely to celebrate them.) Founded in 1938, the
National Button Society recognized button collecting as an organized hobby and that
led to its national designation.

However, buttons have been around for a lo-o-ong time. The oldest one, found at
Mohenjo Daro in the Indus Valley in what is now Pakistan, is dated to about 5,000
years ago. Made from a curved shell, it has a decorative flat face and may have
been more ornamental than functional.

The Romans found that buttons weren’t especially suitable for their voluminous
garments and tended to use brooches, called fibulas, instead. These were both
decorative and utilitarian and resembled large modern safety pins.

By the Middle Ages, clothing changed substantially for both men and women, and
buttons became used as functional fasteners to help garments fit more snugly,
especially around bosoms and arms. Buttons with buttonholes designed to keep
clothing closed first appeared in 13th-century Germany and eventually spread
throughout Europe. In 16th-century France, button makers’ guilds emerged and had
laws passed regarding their use. Elaborate use of buttons eventually became a
symbol not only of elite society, but of the military which is why groups like the Amish
disdained their use. By the Victorian Era buttons had even made their way to
footwear, and the tiny fastenings necessitated the use of a buttonhook to effect the
desired snug fit.

Today, a wide variety of materials like wood, shells, ceramics and plastic are used to
make buttons in every size, shape, and color. Locally, the Masinda Button Factory in
Willington made ocean pearl buttons utilizing water power. Originally the site housed



Masinda Mill. Photo by
Preservation Connecticut.

Captain Robert Sharp's saw, shingle and grist mill c.1815. William Masinda
purchased the mill property around 1895, and in 1903 established an ocean pearl
button shop while continuing to operate the other mill operations. Unfortunately, the
building was destroyed by fire in 1907. However, Masinda rebuilt a small, single-
story building and concentrated on the button operation until closing in 1938. The
company employed Czech immigrants at the various small stations.

Two other button shops were operated in
Willington by the Parizek family and also produced
ocean pearl buttons. During World War II, when
these were unavailable, they switched to making
plastic buttons before finally closing in 1952.

Today, buttons are manufactured throughout the
world from England to Turkey, from the U.S. to China,
and from Columbia to the Czech Republic. So who’s
got the button? Everyone!

Meet Mother Jones.

On November 10 at 7 p.m. Bev York, The Mill Museum’s Educational Director,
will give a Zoom presentation on Mother Jones, America’s famous female labor
activist and self-proclaimed “hell-raiser.” In her inimitable style, York will
“become” Jones as she explains how the young Irish woman left County Cork
and during her life faced the Potato Famine, yellow fever, arrest, and the Great
Chicago Fire. She went on to found the Social Democratic Party and to help
establish the Industrial Workers of the World (also known as “the Wobblies”).
Known on the one hand as the “miner’s angel” and on the other as “the most
dangerous woman in America,” Mother Jones made her mark on history. Learn
how she did it at this informative presentation. Register at millmuseum.org.
Fee: $10. Link will be provided ½ hour before the program.

https://preservationct.org/


Trees, Traditions and Tiny Treasures

The winter holidays will soon be upon us, and The Mill Museum is planning to
celebrate in festive style. Our treetops will glisten with garlands and lights. Our
main hall will be filled with “Tiny Treasures” – bread box dioramas by local artist
Glenn Martineau that shrink sewing shops and bakeries and dozens of other
places to Lilliputian size. Our display cases will celebrate the traditions of the
various winter holidays – from Hanukkah to Christmas and Three Kings Day,
from Yule to Hogmanay and Kwanzaa, and some of our mannequins will be
dressed in the traditional clothes of those who lived in the area a century ago.
Upstairs, the family of Hungarian workers expect a visit from Szent Miklós on
the night of December 5, while the mill manager’s family wait for Santa Claus
on Christmas Eve. Even our third-floor library will be decorated with symbols of
the season!

The festivities will begin with a special BYOB Zoom Gala at 7 p.m. on
November 27 that will feature close-ups of the dioramas. Tune in dressed to the
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nines and sip champagne or
cuddle in your comfiest informals
with a cup of hot cider. You can
purchase tickets ($12 per screen)
at millmuseum.org. A link will be
provided ½ hour before the
program.

And if you just can’t wait, come to
The Mill Museum on November
27 (Small Business Saturday)
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. and
see the whole exhibit live. While
you’re there, you can get a jump
on your holiday shopping at our
gift shop. It’s a great way to start
the season!

Tree Trimmers Needed!

Have the urge to string some lights and hang some ornaments? Just can’t wait
for the holidays to get underway? Already humming “Chestnuts Roasting on an
Open Fire”? Well, The Mill Museum has a solution. We’re looking for a few
early Santa’s Helpers to decorate the Christmas trees throughout the rooms
before our Nov. 27 gala. And we’re flexible! Call Andrea Ader at (860) 742-5234
to schedule a time to get together after November 13 and “deck the halls” with
us.

On Pins and Needles

On November 27 we celebrate Pins and Needles Day. The origin of that phrase

– on pins and needles – goes back to the very early 19th century and is used to
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describe the prickly feeling that arises when numbness wears off an arm or leg
as blood flow returns. But in 1937 the phrase took on a whole new meaning as
the title of a pro-labor Broadway musical revue that lasted for an astounding
1,108 performances!

Produced by the International Ladies Garment Workers’ Union (ILGWU), which
used the Princess Theatre in New York City as a meeting hall, Pins and
Needles told the story of a group of workers holding down jobs in the city and
reacting to the world around them. The cast, made up of real cutters, basters,
and sewing machine operators, only rehearsed at night and on weekends
because of their regular job hours.

With music and lyrics provided mostly by Howard J. Rome, the show poked fun
at everyone from Fascist dictators to DAR bigots and was updated regularly to
reflect the topics of the day. Eventually, positive reviews prodded cast members
to leave their day jobs for full-time acting. According to John Kenrick, an
internationally recognized authority on the history of musical theater and film,
Pins and Needles "is the only hit ever produced by a labor union, and the only
time when a group of unknown non-professionals brought a successful musical
to Broadway."

FDR and Eleanor Roosevelt enjoyed it at the White House in 1938; they both
approved. It finally closed in New York on June 22, 1940, but in May 1962, to

commemorate the show's 25th anniversary, Columbia Records released a
studio recording of the score featuring then-newcomer Barbra Streisand. Pins
and Needles was revived in 1978, produced again in 2010 in London, updated
in 2011 in Brooklyn by members of a social justice organization, and performed
again by NYU students in 2016 in New York City. With songs like “Sitting on
Your Status Quo,” “Paradise Mislaid,” “Let Them Eat Guns,” and “Pity the Poor
Millionaire,” maybe it’s time for another run.

BROWSING WITH BETTY

Betty is on the road again – this time to exercise her right to VOTE!  She is a
Willimantic resident who takes her responsibilities seriously, and voting is one
of those responsibilities. She can’t understand why so many Americans ignore
the franchise when others around the world brave bullets to cast a ballot.



So remember to VOTE, then stop by and visit Betty at the Museum Gift Shop
this holiday season and follow her on her travels throughout the area in
upcoming months. You may spot her in some surprising places! 
 

Watch Our Website

Among the people who founded, built, and lived in Connecticut's mill towns
were people of color. To record their  presence, the Mill Museum has created
several pages on its website entitled "People of Color," as part of the Museum's
larger web history section, "Peoples of the Mill Towns." Like all of our web
pages, it remains a work in progress, meaning that new biographies will
continue to be added. "People of Color" can be accessed
at https://millmuseum.org/people-of-color/. Viewers can read about Joe Ginne,
an enslaved man who was one of the two founders of Windham, CT, in the late
1600s; the African American Jackson family, who lived in Willimantic in the
1830s-1860s, and for whom Jackson Street is named; and Caesar Hall, an
African American Civil War soldier from Hampton, who moved to Willimantic
when the war was over.

Future installments will tell the stories of several other Black Civil War soldiers
from northeastern Connecticut, a Narragansett Civil War soldier from
Willimantic, two African American Revolutionary War soldiers from Windham, a
Chinese American cook who was a special friend of the Willimantic Fire
Department, and enslaved people who lived in 18th-century Windham,
Brooklyn, and Pomfret, CT. The biographies are written by Jamie Eves, the
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Windham Town Historian and a volunteer and Board member at The Mill
Museum. Check out this section of the website, look for new articles, and enjoy
other biographies of the “Peoples of the Mill Towns.”

Get Woven into the Fabric of Our Museum

You don't have to live in Willimantic or Windham to support the Mill Museum. We're a
REGIONAL museum, so folks throughout eastern Connecticut and beyond can learn
about the vital role the mills and the people who worked in them played in shaping
the area's history. If you've already become a member, THANK YOU!  If not, please
consider joining our ranks. 
  
At the $25 COTTON (Individual) level, members receive the newsletter; email notice
of the Museum's programs and events; free admission to the Museum, its library and
exhibits (special events and fundraisers my be extra); and 1-hour access to staff time
for personal research. 
  
At the $50 WOOL (Family) level, membership extends these same benefits to
members of a household consisting of up to two adults and any number of children. 
  
At the $100 SILK (Patron) level, membership includes all the above benefits, plus
invitations to a private, advance showing of exhibits; free personal tours; and 3-hour
access to staff time for personal research.

 Membership Levels:
Cotton (individual) membership, $25 
Wool (family) membership, $50 
Silk (patron) membership, $100 
  
Windham Textile & History Museum 
411 Main Street, Willimantic, CT   06226 
Make checks out to: WTHM 

Go to https://millmuseum.org/join-membership/ and join today or
increase you level of membership. Your involvement may be one



more thread in a growing tapestry of history. 
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